RAMSBURY & AXFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk to the Council: Sue Arnold c/o Parish Council office, Memorial Hall, High Street, Ramsbury
Tel no. 01672 520045 (answer phone)
E-mail parishcouncil @ramsbury.org
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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
MONDAY 16" November 2009 in Axford Village Hall

PRESENT: Diann Barnett, Graeme Fearon, Alderman S Findlay, Sheila Glass (Chairman), George Hawes, Helen Lloyd, Chris
Morgan, John Peck, Geoff Rissone, lan Ritchie, Simon Smith, Sue Arnold (clerk), plus Clir Humphries, PC Batchelor and 8
members of the public.

1 Apologiesfor absence for approval: Paul Court, Alistair Ewing, Erica Hodgson, Tim McQue - Approved. Ben
Tottenham also sent his apologies.
2 Disclosuresof interest: S. Findlay —Item 7A - Sarsen Housing Application E/09/0873/FUL to erect 5 housesin Axford.

3 Police Report PC Batchelor

a. Stolen Sign. PC Batchelor returned a sign stolen some months ago from Knowledge Crescent Play Area. Action: G
Hawesto ask P Court to install sign.

b. Halloween incident. Two young ladies have admitted responsibility for leaving painted hand prints throughout village on
Halloween. The elder has received aformal adult caution and the younger one ajuvenile caution. S. Glass proposed
writing to the Chief Constable to suggest that the police should have the power to make offenders clean up after such
incidents.Action:Chairman to write to Chief Constable

C. Drink driving Campaign. The seasonal campaign is due to start shortly. PC Batchelor stressed the need not to drink at all
before driving.

d. Burglaries. There has been a spate of non-dwelling burglaries nearby — 38 burglaries of sheds and outbuildings in 6 days,
mainly in Lmbourn and Hungerford with 1 incident in Froxfield.

€. Visbility of joggers, walkersand cyclists. It was reported that it is dangerous to walk/jog without a high visibility jacket
or cycle without lights during the winter time, and doing this on Newtown Road is particularly dangerous. PC Batchelor
said he currently stops those people he sees but will also provide warning posters.

f. Parking at thejunction of Newtown Road and Union Street. It was pointed out that parking at this point is particularly
dangerous as it forces cars travelling out of the village into the path of oncoming traffic in a place where thereislittle
visibility. PC Bachelor said itisillegal to park within 32ft of ajunction and will do aletter drop in the area, with a copy to
the PC.

g. Policecontact information. It has come to the PC’s attention that reporting incidents directly to PCSO Mills via phone or
text on his mobile number would not result in incidents being formally recorded as a crime. For thisit is necessary to use
999 in an emergency while the crime istaking place, or 0845 408 700 or the Wiltshire police web site after the event.

4 Theminutes of the council meeting held on October 19" 2009 were approved. (Proposed G. Hawes, seconded .
Ritchie).

5 Mattersarising:
Treein Ashley Piecethat isobscuring light on footpath to Whitehill footpath. The owners of the tree are happy for
SEC to undertake the work but the work will be charged for. The PC had requested an estimate of the cost but not received
aresponse. Action: S. Glassto writeto Mark Smith at WC to request the work.

6 NEW CORRESPONDENCE FOR DISCUSSION

4623 | 09/11/09 | Sarsen Hilldrop Close playground — one of swing chains not correctly located in
swing seat. Given to S. Glass. The swing has been inspected and no fault
found. Inspection of the playground is not the responsibility of Sarsen who
only lease the land to the PC. Action: S. Findlay to find out role of
Sar sen employee inspecting play area.
4624 | 09/11/09 | WC Response to PC’ s | etter re speed limits and moving of speed limit signs.
Givento S. Glass. WC Highways does not intend to take any action at
present. Vehicle activated signs cost £3-4K each. There was ho response to
the request for the cost of moving two 30mph signs. Action: Clerk to
writeto Geor ge Batten.
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4627

09/11/09

BT

Offer for PC to adopt phone boxes in Whittonditch and Axford (with
telephone equipment removed) for £1. Givento S. Glass. 1 cal has been
made from the Axford box in the last year, and 139 calls have been made
from the Whittonditch Road box which has not been working for awhile
dueto vandalism. Action: S. Glassto respond declining to buy the
boxes.

4629

09/11/0

wC

Planning for Wiltshire’ s future — further documentation. Given to S. Glass.
Electronic version circulated to all councillors, and paper version will be
circulated too. An exhibition in Marlborough Town Hall on Tuesday 24™ at
1—-7pmisopento al. It will be followed by aworkshop from 7 —8.30 pm.
Action: Clerk to put on December agenda.

4631

09/11/09

Mr R. Price

Ten-yearly Ramsbury Axford Village Survey — copies of 1999 survey.
Copiesto begivento S. Glass, D. Barnett and H. Lloyd. It was agreed to do
asurvey in 2010 as information received will influence the parish
statement. Action: D. Barnett to arrange meeting with R. Price for
further information.

4643

09/11/09

Mrs E. Hutchins

Responding to Parish newsletter: 1. Recycling bins at surgery -
disappointed in litter and can understand why PC considering discontinuing
them. 2. Public Spirit article — pleased to hear of this and an excellent use
of funds.

4641

09/11/09

Ramsbury
Memorial Hall

Grant request —forwarded to I. Ritchie

4645

09/11/09

wC

Response to PC's complaint that reports of fly-tipping were not acted upon
promptly. Action: S. Glassto e-mail Peter White at WC asking what
action is being taken againgt the tippers.

4648

09/11/09

Pewsey PC

Regarding need for some local PCsto maintain public conveniences when
WC maintains them in other parts of the county. Forwarded to S. Glass.
The PC decided to join Pewsey and Aldbourne in their campaign for WC to
take responsibility for the public conveniences. Action: S. Glassto
respond.

4649

09/11/09

Mrs J. Herridge

Requesting allotment — added to waiting list.

4651

09/11/09

Mr & MrsEyles

Copy of letter sent to Sarsen, regarding plan to restrict vehicles parking off
theroad at Saxon Forge. Seeitem 14.

4652

09/11/09

wC

Response to PC's e-mail asking if there are plans to provide free green bin
service- under review as all the old district councils incorporated into the
unitary authority had different green waste arrangements. Clir Humphries
reported that as aresult of areview, charges for green waste collection will
now be extended to those areas of the county where the service was
previously provided free of charge.

4656

09/11/09

MrsE. Jeffery

Emma Jeffery has taken over G. Brooks' community news role for the
Wiltshire Gazette & Herald. Any organisations wishing to publicise their
events should contact Emma at emmajeffery100@hotmail.com or tel.
520961

4658

09/11/09

Mrs. L. Kimber

Offering to show potential allotment plot holders around her small holding.
Action: Clerk to put on agenda of 1* Allotment Association meeting

4662

09/11/09

Mr M. Edmonds

Regarding regulations for Vehicle Approach Speed signs. Forwarded to S.
Glass

4664

09/11/09

Mr M. Handford

Paint daubed inside public conveniences on Halloween. Police informed.
See item 3b above.

4668

09/11/09

Mr & MrsK Setter

Requesting allotment — added to waiting list.

4672

16/11/09

wC

Precept presentation cancelled. Letter to confirm Band D for Parish Council
and tax basisto be sent out (not yet received)

4675

16/11/09

ClIr Humphries

Reporting of localised flooding — office hours via Clarence on 0800
232323, out of hours - 01722 413834. Forwarded to S. Glass, C. Morgan
and D. Barnett

4677

16/11/09

wC

Planning enforcement policy. Forwarded to S. Glass, G. Hawes & D.
Barnett. Response required. Action: S. Glassand G. Hawesto jointly
send response.
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4678 | 16/11/09 Luncheon Club Late request for grant from Luncheon Club, due to changed circumstances.
Forwarded to |. Ritchie

4686 | 16/11/09 Ms R. Henderson Copy of comments sent to WC re planning app E/09/0873/FUL — erection
of 5 housesin Axford

4687 | 16/11/09 | Thames Water Statement of intent — overdue bill. Bill arrived just after last PC meeting.
Detailsincorrect, queried via web site — no response received. Statement of
intent has corrected hill. Have phoned to say will be paid this week.

4688 | 16/11/09 Pro Vision on Copy of further objections to planning application no E/09/0873/FUL —
behalf of Mr H. erection of 5 2-storey houses at Kennet Rise, Axford. With G. Hawes
Watson

4689 | 16/121/09 | Mr J. Kirkman Comments on planning application E/09/1483/FUL — hard standing north

of Witcha House

7 COMMITTEE REPORTS
A Planning Chairman: George Hawes
Revised planning application E/09/0873/FUL : Proposed erection of 5 2-storey terraced 2 and 3 bedroom houses together
with 30 parking spaces and associated site works following demolition of existing dilapidated garage block at Kennet Rise,
Axford. Submitted by Sarsen Housing Association. G. Hawes said that the revised application includes 5 further parking
spaces, making atotal of 10 spaces for the new houses and 20 for other users. Parish Council Standing Orders were then
temporarily suspended for this item to allow comments from the floor.
Mr. H. Watson raised a number of objections:
The application is not in line with the local plan
The HC24 guidelines are not applicableto atable 5 village such as Axford
The splay of the road access — the recommended sight lines have not been shown on the plan to be achievable,
No explanation of why WC planning offers had reached the decision for recommending approval of the application
The car parking spaces for villages would need a covenant to guarantee them
Heiscurrently investigating the law regarding parking easements when an area has been used for parking for 20
years.
Ms R. Henderson raised the following objections:
Five houses are too many for the site, but 2 would be acceptable.
The proximity of the houses to the sewage works.
She asked whether the site would be investigated by the county archaeol ogist before work began. It was explained
that if the county archeologist requested an investigation, the work would be done.
Mr. M. Holstead had had no response from WC regarding how parking at the site would be managed. The PC responded that
parking would be managed by Sarsen and he should approach them.

The PC proposed the following response to the revised application which they felt met their objection to the original
application by theinclusion of additional parking spaces.

“No objection to the amended application detailing atotal of 30 parking spaces provided that the 20 spaces intended for use by
village residents are protected by a section 106 agreement.

Comment: It was clear from the meeting held on Monday 16™ at the Axford village hall that there is a strong case for a detailed
summary of the consultations and responses with reasons for the officers’ decision which should be available to the regulatory
committee members before the meeting on the 26™ November to allow afully informed decision and absol ute transparency for
those who have showed such strong opposition to the application.”

ClIr Humphries sits on the WC Regulatory Committee which decides planning applications. He said that all comments would
be included in the report put before councillors who sit on the committee, and that he would also e-mail the report to the PC.
He pointed out that anyone who felt that procedures had not been correctly followed by WC officers could request ajudicial
review. In response to a query regarding how the PC could ensure that WC acted on the PC’s comments in their formal
response, ClIr Humphries said that he would represent the PCs view to the meeting and suggested that the PC e-mailed its
commentsto al members of the regulatory committee. Action: S. Glassto email comments.

Planning Applications Processed since October 09

E/09/1303/FUL Erection of roof dormersto front and rear

26 Whittonditch, Ramsbury. Mr Nick Jackson
PC Comment No objection
Wilts decision Awaited
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E/09/1092/FUL Two storey extension, single storey lean to side extension
58 Ashley Piece, Ramsbury. Mr and Mrs Barker

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Granted

E/09/1309/FUL Creation of awildlife pond
Ivy Cottage, Axford

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1399/FUL Single storey extension
Bredon Cottage, Tankard Lane, Ramsbury. Mr Patrick Quinlan

PC Comment In circulation

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1421/FUL Erection of a pergolain garden
Farmer House, Dyers Y ard, Ramsbury. Mr David Williamson

PC comment In Circulation

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1451/FUL Two storey rear extension, partly built over existing single storey extension
41 High Street, Ramsbury. Mrs Sarah Thompson

PC Comment In circulation

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1452/TPO The reduction of an ash tree at the property by approx 20% to good growth points
and near to previously reduced points, plus crown thinning, the removal of
deadwood and maintaining the balance and natural form of the tree
Brushfield, Swans Bottom, Ramsbury. Mrs A Jephson

PC Comment In circulation

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/0288/ADV Removal of existing signs and replacement with illuminated stone monolith and
small non-illuminated aluminium totem
Littlecote House Hotel, Hungerford. Warner Leisure Hotels Ltd

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1482/FUL Proposed widening of rear extension, first floor extension to rear over existing flat
roof, pitched roof over existing porch
13 Ashley Piece, Ramsbury. Mr and Mrs Evans

PC Comment In circulation

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1483/FUL Removal of gravel surfacing and replacement with cellular grass reinforcement
grid.
Witcha House, Marridge Hill, Witcha, Ramsbury. Mr P W Nelson

PC Comment In circulation

Wilts decision Awaited

E/09/1161/FUL Replacement of existing dwelling with a new dwelling
Reids, Newtown Road, Ramsbury. Mr Cliff Andrews

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Granted

E/09/1162/FUL Demoalition of existing garage/shed and the erection of a garage with studio over.
Erection of an extension to main house with a link/playroom to garage
Y enton House, Witcha, Ramsbury. Mr Paul Ferguson

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Granted

E/09/0873/FUL Proposed erection of 5 no 2 storey terraced 2 and 3 bedroom houses together with

25 parking spaces and associated site works following demolition of existing
dilapidated garage block
Kennet Rise, Axford. Sarcen Housing Association
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PC Comments on original
application

Wilts decision

PC Comments on revised
application

Object. The loss of off-road parking [15 spaces] will exacerbate the existing road
safety problem of extensive on-road parking and lack of footpaths. The PC would
reconsider the scheme if additional off-road parking [minimum of 15 spaces)
could be provided el sewhere.

Any works associated with this scheme should be subject of a method statement
requiring the provision of temporary off-road parking

Deferred. Officer to negotiate possible additional public parking spaces

NOW RESUBMITTED with 5 additional spaces

Parish Councils revised response;

No objection to the amended application detailing atotal of 30 parking spaces
provided that the 20 spaces intended for use by village residents are protected by
a section 106 agreement.

Comment: It was clear from the meeting held on Monday 16™ at the Axford
village hall that there is a strong case for a detailed summary of the consultations
and responses with reasons for the officers decision which should be available to
the regulatory committee members before the meeting on the 26™ November to
alow afully informed decision and absolute transparency for those who have
showed such strong opposition to the application

Wilts decision Awaited

E/09/088L/TCA Thefelling of 5 poplar trees to ground level. Three are situated on the opposite
side of the river and two are situated on either side boundary towards the
neighbours. Additionally the removal of shrubs and small treesin the garden
including cherry, holly oak crab apple holly and magnoliais proposed. Any
shrubs and trees with a stem diameter of less than 7.5 cms measured at 1.5 metres
above ground level are not covered by the legisation and are therefore exempt
from the need to be included in the notification of works.
61 High Street, Ramsbury. Lady Hambledon

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1041/LBC Two storey rear extension [renewal of existing permission K/50975/LBC]
Brick Kiln Cottage, Loves Lane, Ramsbury. Mr James Bristow

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1172/TCA Fell one Lawson Cypress, Fell one Norway Spruce
Knapp House, The Knapp, Ramsbury. Mr M Paterson

PC Comment No objection

Wilts Decision Awaited

E/09/1165/FUL RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION for retention of hard standing
Witcha House, Marridge Hill, Ramsbury. Mr P W Nelson

PC Comment Object. The Parish Council considers that this hard standing creates a negative

Wilts Decision

visua impact on the surrounding area. We suggest that it be re-sited below the
driveway gate where it would sit much lower in the landscape and would be a
safer highway solution than the present hidden access

WITHDRAWN see E/09/1483/FUL above.

B Finance

a. Budget. All councillors had previously received a copy of the proposed 2010/11 budget. An explanation of differences

Chairman: lan Ritchie

from the 09/10 budget was given:
Rights of Way expenditure now includes the Boundary Walk
Income from interest on the Community |nstant Reserve Account has reduced significantly
Spending on play equipment is to be increased

A late request has been received for a grant from the Luncheon Club whose circumstances had changed since
they originally responded to the grant invitation. The PC agreed a grant to them should be included in the S137

figures.

The major changeis the need to establish a sinking fund for replacement of the Flyer, a cost previously covered

by KDC.

The budget was proposed by |. Ritchie, seconded by G. Hawes and unanimously approved.

Actions: 1. | Ritchieto update budget figureswith luncheon club grant and sent to clerk. 2. G. Hawesto look at

options for new photocopier for office.
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b. Audit report. This has now been updated and will be discussed with the internal auditor.

C Rights of way Chairman: Graeme Fearon

a. Thefieldin Crowood lane adjacent to Harefield, part of which has been used as a footpath for over 20 years as part of a
circular walk, has been fenced. Action: S. Glassto contact Crowood Estate M anager.

D Play Areasand Seats. Chairman: Graeme Fearon

a. New equipment for Knowledge Crescent Play Area. The old equipment isto be removed before delivery of the new
equipment. Action: G. Fearon to agree new date for delivery. One of the new pieces of equipment will need bark chips
under it until the weather is suitable for laying turf. See also item 9b - MAVCAP.

E Emergency Committee Chairman: ChrisMorgan

a. Emergency Exercise. Thistook place on 12" November and was based on a premise that a solar storm knocked out
electricity supplies and mobile phone networks. The exercise highlighted that there are alot of resources in both villages
that could be called on is such an event. A report written by D. Barnett summarising the actionsthe PC would take has had
a complimentary response from WC. Action: Clerk to copy documents from the exercise to give to E. Hodgson.

b. Emergency Generators. Action: C. Morgan to organise testing and servicing.

F School Governor. Governor: S. Findlay

a. Fundraising. The Siren Sisterswill feature at an event on 28" November in the Memorial Hall. The school Bazaar will
be held on Friday 4™ December from 5-7pm

b. Staff. Thereisanew TA in the reception class and Ms Ackford has returned following her illness.

G Recreation Centre. Chairman: George Hawes
a. BowlsClub. Themain contractor has finished work and the bowling green is now fenced.

H Policy Committee.  Action: S. Glassto arrange a meeting. Chairman: Sheila Glass

| Sustainable Community Committee Chairman: lan Ritchie

a. Delivery Schedule for Newdetter. Action: S. Findlay to provide number s needed for each area.

b. Charity Shop at Hills Stores The special Christmas event on Saturday 1*" Nov raised £250. The shop is still taking
£300-400 per week. There will be amesting on 23 November to disperse funds raised so far to organisations taking part.
It was asked if additional organisation could take part. At present there are 6 sessions and 6 organisations involved, but
thiswill be discussed at the Nov 23" meeting.

Public Forum- Parish Council Standing Orderstemporarily suspended for thisitem

a. Fly-tipping. reported fly-tipping behind the garagesin Axford. Action: S. Glassto report. Everyoneisurged to report
any fly-tipping they see to WC Environmental Health.

b. Recycling Bins. The possibility of removing these was discussed. Action: S. Smith to find out the views of local

residents.
8 Axford.
a. SewageWorks. A query was raised about a grant to modernise the works. The PC has heard nothing about this.
9 Marlborough AreaBoard
a. Next Meeting. Thiswill be held on 7" December at Marlborough Leisure Centre.
b. MAVCAP. Thelast meeting discussed:

Planning — parishes have little say in the new system

Recycling — the view was that this should be expanded

The development of Community Plans/ Statements

Grant funding available to parishes under the Marlborough Board. Up to £1,000 is available without matched
funding and £1,000 — 5,000 with matched funding. Applications should be made by 26/11/09. Forms are
available from Julia Densham. Actions: 1. Chairman and D. Barnett to discuss possibilities of applying for a
grant towar ds safety matting for the new play equipment and putting in water for the allotments. D.
Barnett to get an application form.
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10 Parish Plan / Statement. Action: D. Barnett & H. Lloyd organise meeting to discuss what is needed.

11 Allotments Sheila Glass

a. Lease. Thishas been given to the landowner for her solicitor to consider.

b. Allotment Association. A meeting of potential plot holders has been organised for 1% December to set up an allotment
association and draw up atenancy agreement between the association and each individual plot holder

C. Water. Thames water will charge £260 to give an estimate of the cost of putting water onto the site. Action: S. Glassto
request an estimate when the leaseis signed

d. Patch of land behind Saxon Court. It had been suggested it might also be suitable for allotments, but it was confirmed
that there is no accessto the land.

12 Nature Reserve. Nothing to report . ChrisMorgan
13 Kennet Triangleat 2 Bridges, Mill Lane. Nothing to report

14 Parking at Saxon Forge. Residents have been notified of changes to the parking arrangements. Up to 12 spaces will be
marked out for the use of residents and annual permits introduced. The residents had been given the impression that the
total number of spaces would be reduced. S. Findlay, who is on the board of Sarsen had understood that the aim was to
tidy up the areato increase the number of spaces. Action: S. Findlay to ask Sarsen for clarification.

15 Routeto Victory. S. Glassis to attend a meeting with the organisers on 17" November. The British Legion isto be
involved.

16 PC Newdletter Delivery Schedule. Seeltem 7.1.a
17 Walking Maps. On-going. Nothing to report.
18 Community bus. Itisnow oneyear old. ChrisMorgan

19 Youth Involvement Helen Lloyd
Aldbourne Internet Café. Action: D. Barnett and H. Lloyd tovisit it.

20 Parish Stewards & Streetscene Cleaning
No items of work had been received from councillors. Action: All Councillorsto provide oneitem for December visit by
December 13". The following items were raised in the meeting.
Weedsin:
Chapel Lane
Left had side of Oxford Street when going towards the Square
Against wall on entry to the Paddocks
Lane along side of fire station
Ashley Piece to Whitehill Close footpath
Gulley on South side of road from village to Ramsbury Manor
Action: Clerk to add all to December work list.

21 Vandalism.
Painted handprints around village and paint in public conveniences at Halloween. See item 3b. Action: Clerk to add to
vandalism log.

22 Memorial Hall.
A small amount of work needs doing including a new back door lock and installation of a box for post.

23 Oral History. 1 new script has been received.

24 Street Lighting. Light no 71 near the Crown and Anchor and the light near Lamplands are out. Action: S .Glass
hasreported

25 Public Conveniences. The PC wishesto record that the cleaner does an excellent job. This has included searching the
churchyard when the trap was removed from the basin by vandals, finding and re-fitting it, and dealing with the paint
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daubed inside thetoilets at Halloween very efficiently as soon as he discovered it. It was proposed and agreed that a
gratuity should be given in recognition of his excellent service. Action: S Glassto action
26 Accountsfor Payment

11364 WC- Rates on public conveniences (DD1) 72.00 0 No
11365 British Gas - Electricity for Public Conveniences. 25.00 1.20 No
DD2
11366 I(:’IusN)et — Broadband Service. (DD4) 9.75 1.25 No
11367 Public Works Loan Board — loan repayment (DD5) | 1,870.31 0 No
11368 S. Arnold — Replacement calculator for office 7.99 1.04 No
11369 Thames Water - water for public conveniences - 35.29 0 No
7th Sept — 8" October. NB dates incorrect amount
probably correct — queried.
11371 The Poppy Appeal —wreath for Remembrance 22.00 0 No
service

Total Payments: £2042.34. Proposed — H. Lloyd, Seconded — S. Smith. Approved.

24 Payments Received

R106 Alliance & Leicester. Interest on instant reserve | 1.90 16/11/09 Direct
account October 1% — 30" due for payment 16" transfer
November

R107 Zurich Municipal — Settlement of play 451.00 16/11/09 Chegue
equipment insurance claim

Total paymentsreceived: £452.90
25 Bank Balanceon 01/10/09 CURRENT ACCOUNT: - £2,062.53
on 04/010/09 COMMUNITY RESERVE ACCOUNT - £28,016.25
NB These figures do not reflect £5,000 transferred from Community Instant Reserve Account to Current account on
16/11/09

DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY 7" December 2009
at 7.45pm
in
RAMSBURY MEMORIAL HALL
Wine and Mince Pieswill be served
and CPRE Representative will

present Best Kept Village
2" prize cheque and certificate

IALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC]|

YOU WILL BE VERY WELCOME - PLEASE COME



